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Tue Councit MEETING. 


Several important subjects were discussed at 
last week’s Council meeting. Not so much as 
usual was said upon one of the most important, 
—finance. One item in the Finance Committee’s 
report—a short statement of income and expendi- 
ture for the year ending September 30th, 1912, 
emphasises our deplorable position most effectively. 

The Registration Committee reported upon a 
good deal of work, two items of which deserve 
special notice. Correspondence has been proceed- 
ing with the General Medical Council with regard 
to medical men’s testimonials in support of quack 
veterinary medicines, and the result appears wholly 
satisfactory to us. Very justly the Council have 
taken this as an opportunity for beginning to set 
our own house in order in the same direction, and 
the unanimous resolution declaring the giving of 
testimonials in favour of patent veterinary medi- 
cines disgraceful conduct amongst ourselves gives 
fair warning to the few members who do so. 

There are items in which the report is very 
vague. For instance, we read that the Anesthetics 
Bill is to be “watched in the interests of the pro- 
fession,”” but that no present action regarding it is 
to be taken, on account of the improbability of 
progress being made with it. This is open to the 
construction that the Council view some portion of 
the Bill with disfavour, but nothing is stated 
definitely. Important as the Billis to every practi- 
tioner, we have no clear indication of the Council’s 
opinion upon it in its present form. 

Other items in the report are definite enough. 
Perhaps the most important is the wholly commen- 
dable resolution in favour of scheduling clinical 
tuberculosis. This may do some good. It is well, 
too, that the Scotch schools have brought their 
summer examination dates into line with the other 
schools. 

We have especial pleasure in noting that the 
Steel Memorial Medal has been awarded to Major 
J.D. Holmes. No worthier recipient could have 
been found ; and though the medal was instituted to 
commemorate an Indian veterinary worker, this is 
the first time it has been awarded to one. 


SOME THOUGHTS ON OUR 
PAST AND PRESENT,* 


By W. F.R.C.v.8. 


Gentlemen,—My first duty is to thank you for 
the honour you have conferred » 9 me by electing 
me for a second year to this chair, and I do so 
sincerely. 

I cannot but remember that illness caused me 
last year to be absent from about half your meet- 
ings, and I have a sort of suspicion that you re- 
newed ny official position under a feeling that no 
evasion of duties is permitted at the Southern 
Counties Veterinary Society—if the work is not 
done one year, it must be done the next. 

One of the duties of a President is to give a 
compulsory address at the commencement of the 
session, and that ordeal I have now to face. What 
subject shall I take, what line shall I follow, are the 
first two questions to answer. To review the work 
done by this Society suggested itself, but I feel that 
many members are better fitted than I to speak on 
that subject: To criticise veterinary politics in 
general is too wide a course, so I have determined 
just to give you some personal thoughts on events 
that have passed or are passing. 

The custom is not to discuss presidential addresses, 
but if time permits and our rules allow, I venture 
to think some comments from the members might 
add a good deal to the utility of our meeting. 

I remember my first post-mortem in 1869. It 
was on an ox that died from pleuro-pneumonia, and 
my father pointed out the lesions in the lungs. That 
is just 50 years ago, and I have ever since been 
engaged and interested in veterinary science and 

ractice. The date reminds me that a long period has 
Goes afforded for gathering experience and wisdom 
—but it also forces upon me the fact that I am 
growing old, and that with age comes a condition 
when work is not without weariness, and when the 
absorption of new ideas is slow. 

It has been said that a man’s best work is done 
before he reaches the age of 40, that at 60 he ma 
well retire, and that a few years later he sho 
seek a lethal chamber. This is too pessimistic, If 
I had died at 40 I should have done nothing for my 
profession. Since that age I have done a little, and 
even hope that I may still help forward our profess- 
ional progress—at any rate not hinder it. a 

Getting old carries with it some regrets, but it has 
its compensations. Looking backwards you cannot 
but remember many mistakes made in practice, 


* Presidential address at the Southern Counties Veter- 
inary Society at Salisbury, on September 25th, 
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opportunities lost, and perhaps injustices done to 
You your successes, 
some narrow escapes and perhaps even a professional 
triumph or two. I think the pleasures of looking 
backwards on life are greater than the regrets— 
perhaps because the good things are more deeply 
impressed on our memories than the evil. Growing 
old is the same process in all men, but its result is 
not always the same—there is some physical failuie, 
less desire for active work—but many retain their 
mental activity and attain a calmer and more 
judicial spirit which, if it adds to the value of their 
opinions, certainly makes for quiet and comfort. 

e all learn by our mistakes, and the more exten- 
sive the riences of an active life the more prob- 
ability is there of the man with age recognising his 
ignorance and controlling his prejudices. He is 
less confident but more sure, less impetuous and 
more cautious. 

There are dangers to guard against in growing 
old: you may become apathetic or even sour. If 
you detach yourself from old friends and colleagues 
you naturally become mentally as well as socially 
isolated. Goodness knows old friends are not easily 
held by the aged. Death removes them every year, 
and they cannot be replaced. We elders have most in 
common with men of our own time, together we 
can fight our battles over again ‘in serene good 
temper, we recall events humourous or serious 
which occurred long ago, and we are able to com- 

e present conditions with those of the past. 

But our friends should not all be old, or we lose 
touch with more modern ideas and cease to keep 
abreast with the constant progress that is ever 
moving. Age and youth are not always associated 
with compatibility, but the mixing of the two is 
good for both. The young man may receive great 
help from the experience of the older, and the old 
man will find that the new ideas and recent dis- 
coveries of science pass to him more easily by 
association with the student than by the reading of 
even the best of authors. 

Books must always be a great solace to those 
growing old. but | sometimes think that even 

greater good, if not perhaps as much enjoyment, is 
to be had by association with living men. Our 

rofessional Associations are invaluable in prevent- 
ing stagnation and dry rot in the individuals 
attending. No meeting was ever held which did 
not correct some man’s ideas or which did not afford 
useful information to others. 

And now, gentlemen, having given you a sample 
of one of an old man’s besetting sins—garrulity, I 
will pass on to the reminiscences I promised. In 
fifty years we have seen great changes—changes in 
our ideas of disease, of treatment, and perhaps even 
greater in prevention. 

Fifty years ago our notions about contagious 
disease were very hazy. Pleuro-pneumonia and 
Foot-aand-mouth disease existed everywhere. No 

“attempt whatever was made at prevention, and 
not much good resulted from attempts at cure. In 
London cowsheds pleuro-pnenmonia was always 
present, and I am assured by an old cowkeeper that 
a loss of one cow a week from a herd of a hundred 
was quite a usual mortality, and was accepted as 


inevitable. The practitioner did his best according 
to his light, and treated all the cases that came 
along with some pecuniary benefit to himself. 

Glanders in horses was recognised as contagious, 
but supposed to be curable, and so cases were treated 
with no strict isolation, and the disease allowed to 
spread. 

Rabies in dogs was — to arise spontane- 
ously, or to be induced by pain, excitement, star- 
vation, etc. 

Influenza and Strangles were well known, and 
were treated on the heroic principles then accepted, 
Bleeding, purging, and blistering were routine 
methods of treatment for nearly everything, and 
drenches, balls and powders were administered 
four or five times daily. Looking back I sometimes 
wonder how the domestic animals survived it all— 
and yet our old books and periodicals supply evi- 
dence that things were even worse in the first half 
of the nineteenth century. 

In 1865 came an invasion of Rinderpest which 
spread rapidly over England. 1 remember it well, 
and the consternation it created. Remedies were 
offered from all sources, quacks rose from all classes 
of society and claimed to possess a cure. The 
church issued a special form of prayer. Govern- 
ment dilly-dallied for months, but at length adopted 
drastic measures, and by the end of 1866 stamped 
the disease out at an estimated cost of £6,000,000. 

For two or three years before the Cattle-plague 
appeared a few pathologists—both veterinary and 
medical—had recognised that some diseases were 
contagious, spread by contagion, and probably must 
have arisen from contagion. To the young man of 
to-day it must seem strange that the Germ-theory 
of contagious disease should have had to face a 
strong opposition for years before it was generally 
accepted. In 1866 it is true we had not recognised 
any specific germs in constant relation with certain 
diseases, but there was. plenty of correct clinical 
observation on record and there were all the epizooto- 
logical facts save the knowledge since supplied 
by bacteriology—that we have now. We recog- 
nised as present in each diseased animal not a germ 
but a “virus”—a something which developed in 
the animal body and which might be conveyed 
from it to another animal in which it again devel- 
oped. By the end of the “ seventies” the virus, or 
germ, or causal organism had been discovered defi- 
nitely in two or three diseases, and so we could 
argue that what applied to one applied to all when 
the phenomena attending their origin, development 
and spread were similar. 

We are quite sure of the cause of Tuberculosis, 
Glanders, and Anthrax because we have captured 
the causal organism. We feel almost equally 
certain that specific germs cause Rabies, Rinderpest, 
and Swine-fever, although no one has yet found 
and isolated their causal organism. The clinical 
appearances and the epizootological behaviour of a 
disease enables us to say it is contagious, and being 
contagious must be due to a living virus, or perhaps 
more correctly a living organism. 

Rinde: t, Pleuro-pneumonia, and Foot-and- 
Mouth disease have been —" out, and may 
be again, by tactics based solely upon their con- 
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tagious behaviour, and with complete ignorance of 
their causal organims. I want to emphasis this 
fact, because there is a tendency to undervalue 
mere clinical observation as a basis for active sup- 
pressive measures against disease, and the absence 
of bacteriological knowledge is made an excuse for 
doing nothing. It suits authorities to say—‘ We 
want more research and then we can wdopt re- 
pressive regulations with exactness.” We have had 
twenty years of “ more research ” into Tuberculosis, 
we have learned much, and we are now ready for 
State action which does not come. But I venture 
to say that with all this delay we have no firmer 
knowledge to guide us than the clinical observa- 
tions we possessed twenty years ago. 

What loss of life and money results from all these 
delays in establishing laws for prevention of 
disease. Fear of making a mistake, dread of being 
found not omniscient, seem to be the bugbears of 
departmental action. When once a department 
has moved it is not afraid to go on, and when once 
the public have become accustomed to restrictions 
they cease to be restive. Fifty years ago no 
one would have dreamed of slaughtering for foot- 
and-mouth disease. There have been 77 outbreaks 
of foot-and-mouth disease this year in England. 
Each has been ruthlessly stamped-out by compul- 
sory slaughter, and yet only a few interested persons 
take exception to the necessary restrictions on 
traffic. I think someone may say this is due to 
greater enlightenment. I agree, but add that most 
of the enlightenment is due to the existence of the 
Diseases of Animals Act and its penalties. Restric- 
tive legislation is distinctly a good educational force, 
and would be invaluable in teaching stockowners 
useful lessons about tuberculosis. 

Fifty years ago no one recognised tuberculosis 
as a contagious disease. Heredity was assumed to 
be the great cause of its spread. This serious error 
was first corrected by Bang, a Danish veterinarian, 
who has proved beyond dispute that contagion and 
not heredity is the factor in spreading tuberculosis. 
Even now, when the medical profession are quietly 
forsaking the old theory of heredity, it is rare to 
meet a doctor who acknowledges their indebtedness 
for the truth to a veterinarian. 

Rinderpest is said to have cost £6,000,000, and I 
am not sure it was not a profitable invasion. Only 
something equally impressive would have awakened 

_our people and our governors to the importance of 
preventive medicine. There was no preventive 
medicine either for man or animals before rinder- 
pest came—excepting vaccination. Rinderpest 
gave rise to the Contagious Diseases (Animals) Act, 
under the operation of which we learned great 
lessons. Rinderpest was stamped out; pleuro- 
pneumonia was eradicated ; foot-and-mouth disease 
suppressed ; rabies exterminated, and with it hydro- 
phobia in man; glanders is nearly gone. The 
existing Glanders Order came into force in January, 
1908, with about 30 registered cases of disease per 
week. During the week ending August 24th not a 
single case was registered in Great Britain. With- 
out the rinderpest in 1865-6 there would have been 
no Contagious Diseases (Animals) Act in 1869, and 


notice would have been taken of preventive medi- 
cine for animals. 

Preventive medicine has not been limited to State 

action during the last 50 years. The private veteri- 
narian has contributed not a little to the health of 
animals in stables, sheds, byres, and kennels. He 
first taught how to feed animals properly, he 
revolutionised windows, doors, and drains. Agri- 
cultural hygiene I never heard of until veterinary 
hygiene had been written and talked about for 
years. 
In surgery as great advance has been made as in 
medicine. Fifty years ago John Roalfe Cox was 
perhaps theonly veterinary surgeon in the Kingdom 
who regularly used chloroform for his painful opera- 
tions. During the last 20 years there has been no 
surgery without its chloroform muzzle alongside of 
the more formidable instruments. 

In the treatment of wounds, since Lister made 
known his epoch-making discovery, asepsis and anti- 
sepsis have been practised by veterinarians. Fifty 
years ago the treatment of extensive wounds was 
simply awful. Fancy a large lacerated wound over 
the io being well fomented, then dressed with a 
greasy and irritating compound and sewn up. Next 
a man was ordered to foment the wound for some 
hours, and the poor horse was left for the night 
after being bled and given a strong dose of physic. 
Such a case is recorded by a man eminent in his 


time. 

Perhaps no class of injury has been so altered in 
treatment as foot cases. The first and last injune- 
tion was to “pare it well out, get to the bottom.” 
When they “got to the bottom” and found nothing 
but blood they were satisfied, and enveloped the 
injured foot in a poultice. The amount of pain 
— and the number of lives saved since 

ister’s methods were applied to horses cannot be 
estimated. 

When I went to College in 1863 the only veteri- 
nary authors were Blaine, Youatt, Percival, and 
Gamgee. I have no word of disp ent to say 
of any of them, but it must be allowed that authors 
were few. We had no works on physiology or 
athology, or on hygiene, so we read what we could 
San human text ks. The only veterin 
periodical was The Veterinarian, which ap 
monthly. 
In ~ sale days only two winter sessions were 
necessary before the RCVS. accepted candidates 
for examination for the diploma. ere were three 
veterinary schools in Scotland, two in Edinburgh 
and one in Glasgow, in addition to the R.V.C. in 
London. All the school except that in London 
were then proprietary ventures. Anyone—with or 
without a diploma, could practise and call himself a 
veterinary surgeon. The Highlandand Agricultural 
Society formed an examining board and granted 
what in effect was a diploma, though only called a 
certificate. There was a good deal of friction and 
eens between some of the schools and the 
.C.V.5. This latter body was for some years 


desirous of increasing the period of tuition for 
students and of raising the standard of their exam- 
inations, but the 


dare not move. Until after the 


years would probably have passed before any more 


881 Act there was nothing to 


passing of the 


= 
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prevent any school granting a certificate to their 
mele, who might then start practice without a 

iploma. As a matter of fact the Camden Town 
school, led by Professor Simonds, nearly succeeded 
in obtaining by their Supplemental Charter power 
to grant a licentiateship. This was only prevented 
by the insertion of a clause limiting such degree to 
students who had obtained the diploma of the 
R.C.V.S. 

During the “ seventies’ a better feeling began to 
exist. voluntary agreement between the schools 
and the Royal College a matriculation examination 
was adopted. The time of study was increased 
from two to three sessions. One or two Supple- 
mental Charters were obtained, and after agreement 
with the Highland and Agricultural Society the 
1881 Act was passed. The next important move- 
ment was to increase the period of study to four 
sessions, and to submit candidates to four examina- 
tions—one at the end of each session. For many 
years past all veterinary students have been obliged 
to pass a matriculation examination similar to that 
— by medical students. 

think I may claim that the veterinary profes- 
sion has done well. Without any outside mer bo 
sion, without any aid from State or donors, it has 
raised its members to a scholarly and scientific 
position quite equal to the average medical prac- 


_titioner. 


Looking backwards we see what has been done, 
looking forward we ask ourselves what more is 
required that we may maintain our position rela- 
tively to other callings and realise our hope that we 
shall make as much progress during the next 50 
years as we have during the half century that has 
—. I say relatively, because all other callings 

ave advanced, and a comparison limited to what 
we were and are is insufficient. 

Any further educational development must be 
directed to rendering us more efficient in our present 
position, or to such other positions as may arise in 
which our services are required. For the ordinary 
— of our profession I do not think much 

her development is practicable or necessary. 
The remuneration obtainable for conscientious work 
in all callings must greatly regulate the influx of 
workers. The remuneration obtained by the average 
general practitioner is now not more than he has a 
right to ~~ for the time and money expended in 
ing a diploma. The supplanting of the horse 
y motor tractors is appreciably narrowing the 
— of equine practice for veterinary surgeons. 
vine, ovine, and canine practice has perhaps 
increased, but when considered all round the pros- 
pect does not warrant much more expenditure of 
time and money to obtain entrance to veterinary 
practice. Students are not entering our schools in 
increased numbers, and I venture to think the 
numbers would shrink considerably if we extended 
the curriculum so as to entail further expense. 

The whole question of veterinary education— 
pre and post-graduate—was discussed at the recent 
meeting of the National Veterinary Association at 
Manchester. General F. Smith contributed an in- 
valuable paper which I hope you have all read or 


will read. He concludes that it is impossible to 
lengthen the curriculum, but he recommends a very 
radical change in the arrangement and in the quan- 
tities of the subjécts taught. Ido not propose to 
discuss this question to-day—it is far too big and 
important. I would, however, point out that when 
we have fixed the subjects for teaching and examin- 
ing, and limited them to the practical necessities of 
the case, we must not lose sight of the fact that the 
work of each session must be so arranged as to 
prevent overcrowding, and also so that the work of 
each session affords a natural basis for the work of 
the next. 

We cannot hope to turn out of our schools a 

henomenal lot of Admirable es who 
Nene everything and everything well. We must 
supply the public and the stockowner with a good 
general veterinary practitioner, and in sufficient 
numbers for the work. If we raise the standard 
too high we shall not get the numbers, and quacks 
will abound more than ever. A young man fresh 
from College cannot possibly be the equal of a man 
with years of experience and equal brains. A fresh 
graduate with superior training may, however, 
equal or surpass the man of experience in a yeur or 
two if afforded an opportunity for practical work. 
A first class practitioner is not made solely at 
College or seg His efficiency depends upon 
natural intelligence, then upon the ability to imbibe 
sound scientific principles, and upon other personal 
elements—industry, zeal for his work, and the con- 
stant cultivation of the art of observing. 

There are four questions I should like to answer : 

{1) Is the time spent at College long enough ? 

(2) Can the schools supply all the material 
necessary for thoroughly teaching a veterinary 
surgeon ? 

(3) Are our recent graduates good enough to 
send into general practice ? 

(4) Would an alteration of the syllabus adopted 
by the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, 
limiting some subjects and rearranging others 
improve the teaching ? 

My answer to the first question is definitely that 
we cannot increase the time and expense necessary 
to obtain a diploma. 

My answer to the second question is that the 
schools possess most of the material necessary for 
teaching, but that bovine and ovine medicine and 
surgery can only be partially learned at a school. 
Clearly no school without the annexe of a farm can 
thoroughly teach the practice of medicine as it 
applies to cattle and sheep. The man who comes 
to College with a ‘erastiagl knowledge of these two 
animals—the son of a farmer or stockowner—may 
be taught so well that he shall understand his 
teaching and be able to practically apply it. Not 
many students, other than this class, are likely to 
enter a practice where cattle and sheep prevail. 
The man who intends to practice in a hunting or 
racing circle requires little knowledge of cattle, and 
the Army veterinary surgeon still less. Each is 
able to specialise after he has gained his diploma, 
and most men have sufficient common sense to 
serve a time as assistant with a practitioner whose 
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practice will meet his wants, before undertaking all 
the responsibilities of an experienced man in a prac- 
tice strange to him. 

« You can’t put a quart into a pint pot,” and 
“ you must cut your coat according to your cloth” 
are two samples of proverbial wisdom which we 
must remember. We should like to turn out men 
armed with knowledge at every point, but we 
cannot. We should like to give every student five 
years tuition instead of four, and add to the curri- 
culum one or two more subjects, but it is impossi- 
ble. Neither the student nor the schools could face 
the expense. 

In answer to the third question I reply that the 
recent graduate is good enough. Of course I have 
heard of dreadful ignorance displayed by graduates 
in practice, and of serious mistakes made by assis- 
tants who hold a diploma. But ignorance is 
comparative, and I have de to meet the practitioner 
who has not made mistakes. 

I have heard the other side of the question—the 
recent graduate’s opinion of his master—and I am 
bound te say that in many cases ignorance is not 
all on one side. 

The present day graduate differs m some respects 
from the graduates of 20 or 30 years ago. As a 
rule he possesses a better scholastic education and 
more refined manners. I think, too, that he is less 
keen about his work, and has less practical acquain- 
tance with the life and habits of domestic animals. 
There are fewer men now-a-days who go to College 


after having served a pupilage, and consequently | 


they are less familiar with the everyday require- 
ments of work in a veterinary establishment. If a 
man possesses no natural aptitude for his calling he 
has made a sad mistake in entering it. If, however, 
he likes his calling, is keen to learn, and has 
mastered the principles and practice afforded him 
at College, it will not be long before he acquires all 
the knowledge to make a sound practitioner. 

The question whether a pupilage before going to 
College or seeing practice in the vacations is the 
best, is a controversial one. There is no doubt that 
every man should have some experience of routine 
work with a practitioner before getting his diploma. 

In answer to my fourth question—whether an 
alteration of the syllabus of subjects to be taught 
and examined on might be made with advantage, 
I can only say that probably some revision might 
be made after the experience of twenty years. The 
existing syllabus was not made in a hurry or with- 
out consideration. Teachers and examiners were 
consulted, and the Council heard every side. We 
all want the curriculum best calculated to turn out 
useful practitioners, but there are various views as 
to the necessary subjects and the extent and direc- 
tion in which they should be taught. 

The diploma marks a standard of proficiency for 
entering on the work of a general practitioner. All 


specialisation should come after graduating. I 
think meat inspection is a speciality, and would 
therefore remove it from the present curriculum, 
which would not be much affected by the change. 
Then we have the municipal appointments, which 
are specialities requiring more knowledge of 


sary for the general practitioner. These men should 
have a post-graduate course. 

The State appointments for veterinary surgeons, 
such as now exist under the Board of Agriculture 
and in Dominions over sea, require haps the 
widest special training, because they A investi- 
gation of disease by research work. 

A post-graduate course for these various special- 
ists would have to be something more than a mere 
bacteriological class, and one wonders where the 
money is to come from with which to equip labora- 
tories and pay teachers. If the State recognises the 
value of the best veterinary services it should con- 
tribute to the cost of producing the better trained 
men. What might be done is suggested by what 
has been achieved under present conditions—the 
working out of the pathology of contagious abortion 
by M‘Fadyean and Stockman, the work done by 
Twort and Ingram on Johne’s disease ; not to men- 
tion the discoveries made in U.S.A. and South 
Africa in connection with ticks and flies, and 
trypanosomes and piroplasms. 

he diploma of membership marks qualification 
for general practice. Should there not be a further 
distinctive mark for the specialists? I think there 
should, and that it be given by the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons. 


Ropal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons. 


QUARTERLY MEETING OF COUNCIL. 


A quarterly meeting of Bouncil was held at the Col- 
lege, 10 Lion (eating London, W.C., on Friday 
afternoon, October 11. Prof. A. E. Mettam pry, ame | 
occupied the chair, and the following members of Counci 
uck, K.C.B., — 

Bradley, 


were present :—Col. Sir Francis 
General Robert Pringle, c.B., D.s.0.; Professors 
McCall, Sir John M‘Fadyean, Share-Jones, and Shave; 


Messrs. Abson, Banham, Barrett, Burt, Carter, Clark- 
son, Dunstan, Garnett, Hobday, wson, Lloyd, 
McKinna, Mulve , Price, Roberts, Shipley, Slocock, 
Stockman, Sumner, Trigger, Wharam. r. Thatcher 


(Solicitor), Mr. Fred Bullock (Secretary). 
On the motion of Mr. Lawson, seconded by Mr. 
Roberts, the minutes of the last meeting, which had 
been printed and circulated, were taken as read and 
confirmed. 
The Secretary announced that letters regretting in- 
ability to attend the meeting had been received from 
Mr. A. W. Mason and Major-General Thomson. 
The Sgecrerary read the Obituary List. 
Mr. Mutvey: oy > the names that have just been 
read out is that of Mr. Henry Hunter, of Newcastle-on- 
Tyne. Mr. Hunter had occupied the position of Vice- 
President and Member of Council of this College, and I 
think that we should pass a vote of condolence with 
his relatives on his decease. I move that, sir. 
Mr. RoBErtTs seconded the motion, which was carried 
in silence, all present up-standing. 

ADMISSION TO MEMBERSHIP. 
The Secretary read the following list of members 
admitted since the last quarterly meeting of the 
Council :— 
Edinburgh Coilegs.—W. 


hygiene, pathology, and epizootiology than is neces- 


Glasgow College. Davia Keir. 
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: ing the condolence of your Council to us in the loss of 


London College—V. Bo O. S. Broadhurst, F. G. 
Buxton, O. Dixon, K. J. J. Facer, E.S. 
Farbrother, S.J. Gilbert, J. Going, W. P. Hamlyn, 
A, C. Holl, W. H. Kirk, R. H. Know a. E. Leach, 
S. W. Marriott, A.S. Mathias, W.F. Morton, E B. 
Reynolds, J. M. Smith, P. R. Viljoen, and R. W. 


Williams. 

Liverpool College.—A. L. D. Bunton and H. Sumner. 

Dublin College—R. Burriss, J. J. Cosgrove,  T. 
Gorton, H.E. A. L. Irwin, J. R. Jackson, T.H Kellett, 
L. J. Kelly, T. McD. 7. E. W. Little, L. C. Maguire, 
T. O'Leary, J. Quinlan, F. Rocke, C.J.C. Ryan, and 
F. B. Sneyd. 

CoRRESPONDENCE. 


The Secretary read the following letter from Mr. 
A. A. Fraser, dated 11/7/12 :— 
“ Dear Sir,—I have just received your letter express” 


my father, Mr. J. Fraser. I must thank you very much 
indeed, both personally and on behalf of the rest of the 
family, for the very kind way in which you have ex- 
your sympathy. It is very gratifying to us to 

now that the members of the profession, in which he 
took such a prominent part, feel for us in our great loss.” 
The Secretary read the following letter from the 
University of Dublin to the Royal College of Veterinary 


Surgeons :— 
“Trinity Dublin. 
ugust, 1912. 

The University of Dublin begs to return its most 
cordial thanks to the learned Corporations and Institu- 
tions which did it the honour of sending delegates and 
of presenting addresses or letters of congratulation and 
encouragement on the occasion of the celebration of the 
Bicentenary of its Medical School. It is confident that 
thereby a very great stimulus will be given to the school 
in its future course, and it cherishes a hope that it may 
eontinue to deserve from its distinguished fellow workers 
throughout the world th t goodwill and commendation 
which have been so generonsly exhibited and expressed 
on this occasion. For the courtesy you have shown in 
the proceedings, the University desires to express its 
warmest gratitude. 
(Sig.) Iveacu, Chancellor of the University. 

ANTHONY TRAILL, M.D., Provost of Trinity Coll.” 


The SecReTaRY announced that a letter had been 
received from the National Veterinary School of Lyons, 
dated the 1st Jnly, inviting the College to send one or 
more official delegates to attend the celebration, on the 
26th and 27th October, 1912, of the Hundred and 
Fiftieth Anniversary of the Foundation by M. Bourgelat 
of the first Veterinary School at Lyons. 

The PrestIDENT: This invitation has been received 
from Lyons, and I myself personally think that the 
College should on all possible occasions unite and show 
Its interest in the proceedings of our confréres outside 
these islands, recognising as we do that science has no 

vince and no boundartes. I understand that Sir 
ohn M‘Fadyean and Mr. Stockman will be in Lyons at 
the time of the celebration of the Hundred and Fiftieth 
Anniversary, and I myself am also intending to visit 
Lyons on the same occasion. Perhaps the gy 9 
might see fit to delegate Sir John M‘Fadyean, Mr 
Stockman, and myself as representatives of the College 
on this occasion. I merely make the suggestion. Per- 
—~ it may commend itself to you. 
r. TRIGGER : I certainly think it is very fortunate 


and a very happy circumstance that you will happen to 
be there at the time, sir ; I am snre it will be very grati- 
fying to everyone that our President especially should 
be present. I beg to move that Prof. Mettam should be 
asked to attend to represent the College, ahd that invi- 


Mr. Lawson: I have great pleasure in seconding that, 
sir, and saying that I hope in the meantime you will look 
up your French. (Laughter). 

he resolution was carried by acclamation. 


PRESENTATIONS TO THE LIBRARY. 


The SECRETARY announced that the following . 
tations had been made to the Library since the last 
meeting of Council :— 

By Prof. J. Murphy: Treatise on the Horses of 
India, -by J. P. Pigott; Every Man his own Farrier, by 
Sir Paulet St. John, 1780 ; TheSportsman: Farrier and 
Shoeing Smiths’ New Guide, by John Lawrence, 1797 ; 
A New Compendious Treatise of Farriery. 2nd editio 
bs John Wood, 1762; A Treatise on the Cow-pox, ond 

ition, by George Bell, F.R.s.z., 1807; Rules for Bad 
Horsemen, by John Hinds, 1830; The Shepherd’s 
Guide, by James Hogg, the Ettrick Shepherd, 1807. 
Calendar of the Koyal College of Surgeons of England, 
1912; Annual a of Procedings under the Diseases 
of Animals Acts, The Markets and Fairs (Weighing of 
Cattle) Acts, etc., for the year 1911; The Importance 
of the Hyphomycetes in the Causation of Disease, by 
Otto Lowe roceedings of the Thirtieth General 
Meeting of the National Veterinary Association, 1912. 
U.S. Department of Agriculture :— Tuberculosis of 
Hogs ; Methods of Exterminating the Texas-fever Tick; 
The Score-card System of Dairy Inspection. 

The Bloodstock Breeders’ Review, July and October, 
1912; The Rhodesian Agricultural Journal, June and 
August, 1912; Bulletin of the —— Sickness 
Bnreau, August and September, 1912; Bulletin of the 
Yellow Fever Bureau, July, 1912 ;- The Journal of the 
Board of Agriculture, July, August (with on 
and September, 1912; Orders of the Board of Agricul- 
ture and Fishcries ; Revue de Pathologie Comparée, 
June and July, 1912; The Journal of Comparative 
Rathology and Therapeutics, June, 1912 ; The Veterin- 
ary Journal. The Veterinary News, and The Veterin- 
ary Record for the quarter. 

On the motion of Mr. McKinna, seconded by Mr. 
Abson, a hearty vote of thanks was recorded to the 
respective donors. 

Finance CoMMITTEE. 


Mr. Lawson read the following report of a meeting 
of the Finance Committee held on Friday, October 11, 
1912 :— 

It was resolved that Mr. A. Lawson be appointed 
Chairman of this Committee for the ensuing year. 

The minutes of the previous meeting having been 
= and circulated, were taken as read and con- 

rmed. 


Receipts. Expenditure. 

£s. d. £s. 

Dee. quarter,’11 118 9 9 December 337 15 3 

March , 712 73 7 7 + March 25410 8 

June a 122 111 June 374 0 4 

421110 September 202 0 3 
Balance, being loss 

onthe year 81115 5 
£1168 6 6 


£1168 6 6) 


Loss on Establishment Expenses, 1911-12 £811 15 5 
Balance in hand from Membership 

Examinations, 1911-12 ie 302 14 1 

Total loss on the year 1911-12 £509 1 4 

Financial Statement. The Treasurer submitted his 


financial statement for the Quarter, showing liabilities 
amounting to £97 17s. 1ld.,and a balance in hand 


tatiions also be extended to Sir John M‘Fadyean and 
Mr. Stockman 


of £770 3s. 1d., and it was resolved that the statement 
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be approved, and that the Treasurer be authorised to 

y the. liabilities shown, together with cheques for 
monthly salaries, petty cash, fidelity insurance, mats, 
Fellowship examination expenses, electric lighting, 
cleaning and repairs. 

Income and Expenditure. The Treasurer submitted 
the foregoing statement of income and expenditure for 
the year ending September 30th, 1912, and it was re- 
solved that the statement be entered upon the minutes. 

Mr. Lawson : I move that the Report be adopted. 

Mr. Roberts : I second that. 

The PRESIDENT: It is now open for discussion. Do 
any of the members desire to e any observations up- 
on the Report of the Finance Committee ? 

Mr. TRIGGER: We can only t it, Sir. 

Mr. Roperts: May I say, as I stated in Committee, 
that the Report shows the dire necessity of our getting 
the Veterinary Surgeons’ Bill passed as soon as we 
possibly can. We are more in need of it as we go along 
every year. I hope this Report will accentuate the 
matter on the minds of all the members of the profes- 
sion, and that we shall stir heartily in it, and quickly. 

The PresIpDENT : I hope the members of the Council 
and the members of the profession will use all their 
influence to see that the Bill speedily becomes an Act of 
Parliament. (Hear, hear.) ’ , 

The resolution was then put and carried unanimously. 


REGISTRATION COMMITTEE. 


The SgecrETARY read the following weet of a meeting 
of the Registration Committee held on Thursday, Octo- 
ber 10th, 1912 :— 

It was resolved that the President be appointed to the 

hair. 

C .—The following letters were received 
from the General Medical Council with regard to the 
complaint that testimonials, given by members of the 
medical profession in favour of quack veterinary medi- 


cine, were being published :— 
“July 10th, 1912. 


The Secretary, R.C.V.S., 

Dear Sir,—In reply to your letter of the 9th inst., I 
have to say that it is a custom of the Council to require 
complaints to be brought before it in accordance with its 
Standing Orders. It it clearly very undesirable that the 
Council, which has to act in a judicial capacity, should 
also act as complainant. In this particular case there is 
nothing to show that these testimonials were written for 
publication, or are published by permission. I will, how- 
ever, see what pan, done in the matter. It is quite 
possible that, if the attention of these practitioners were 
drawn to these advertisents, they would take steps to 
put a stop to them.—Yours faith ully, 

Norman C. Kina, Registrar.” 
“July 20th, 1912. 
The Secretary, R.C.V.S., 


Dear Sir,—I have to acknowledge receipt of your letter 


of the 19th inst. relating to the patent veterinary medi- 
cine ‘ Ruby.’ 

I have communicated with Mr. Nicholas, who tells me 
that he has no wish whatever to tran any rules of 
medical etiquette, and I understand that in future he 

cease from inserting testimonials of this kind. I 
have also communicated with all the practitioners, 
except two who are dead, whose so-called testmonials were 
published in 7he Kennel. They have all replied that 
their letters were not intended to be published as testi- 
— and they were writing to Mr. Nicholas on the 
subject. 

nder the circumstances I hope it will not be necessary 
to take any further steps, and that the wishes of your 
Council have been fulfilled with the minimum of trouble 
and friction.—Yours faithfully, 

Norman C. Kine, Registrar.” 


It was resolved thata letter of thanks be forwarded to 
the General Medical Council for their courtesy in the 
matter. 

Several letters were considered by the Committee. In 
one instance a letter was received submitting information 
of veterinary evidence given by Mr. J. Gosling, whose 
name had been removed from the Register under Section 
5, Sub-section 4, of the Act, and the Secretary was 
instructed to supply to Mr. Gosling’s employer a copy 
of the resolution with regard to the employment of 
unqualified practitioners. 

A list of testimonials ing to have been given 
by members of the profession in favour of veterinary 
preparations was submitted, and the Secre was 
instructed to communicate with the members in question 
asking for an explanation. 

Cases.—The Committee considered thirty-six 
some of which were held over ; in others it was decid 
that there was no case ; in others, members were to be 
called upon to appear at the next meeting to show cause 
why their names should not be removed from the 
Register ; and in others it was resolved that prosecutions 
be instituted. 

Kelly’s Directory Advertisements. 
dertakings were received from the majority o! 
members advertising in Kelly’s Directories, and 
Secretary was instructed to communicate with the 
remainder, requesting that undertakings be submitted. 

The solicitor was also requested to communicate with 
Kelly’s Directories, Ltd., with regard to the publication 
of these announcements. 

Verney, Non-Member. The solicitor reported that a 
prosecution had been instituted and a conviction 
obtained. 

A letter was read from Captain Leonard Morris 
Verney, A.V.C., of which the following is an extract :— 

“T see inthe Yorkshire: Post of August 18th that 
‘Leonard Morris Verney’ was convicted and fined under 
the V.S. Act on that date. 

Mr. Thatcher, the College solicitor, informs me that he 
thought this was the defendant’s real name, and that the 
charge was made out against him in that name. Asa 
matter of fact his real name is Harold Verney, and he is, 
I regret to say, a distant relation of mine... . 

I think it is very unfair to me that that this conviction 
should stand in my name, and if you know of any means 
by which it could be altered I should be glad to hear. 

I shall be obliged if you will kindly explain this 
matter to the Council of the R.C.V.S. at the next meet- 
ing, and ask them to make a note of it for future 
reference ... .” 

S. R. Feil & Co. Trade Mark “Sal.-Vet.” The 
Solicitor reported that he lodged an objection to this 
Trade Mark, and that an alteration would probably be 
effected. 

Restoration of Name.—An ai was received 
from Mr. George Parkinson Hollings, whose name had 
been removed under Section 5, Sub-section 4, of the Act, 
and it was resolved to recommend that the name of Mr. 
George Parkinson Hollings be restored to the Register of 
Veterinary Surgeons. 

An application for restoration of the name of Mr. G. 
C. Hill to the Register was received, but not acceded to. 

Mr. Roperts : I propose that the Report be received 
and adopted. I would also like to remark that I do not 
think it is generally known in the profession that so 
much work is done oy this Committee as is the case. I 
was at a meeting of the Kent Society the other day, and 
I was quite surprised to find how little was known of the 
work of the Registration Committee. If the profession 
knew the amount of work that the Committee does, I am 
sure it would be more grateful than it is to the Council, 
and they would also send up for our consideration some 
of the knowledge which they possess of what occurs in 
local districts, 
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Mr. McKinna : I second that. 


rather dealing with the thing in a general . The 
Mr: Bour: 1 should like to be allowed to call the| Council is quite élive to its Work and 


attention of the Council to the fact that we have taken | and I feel sure that it always will be. I —— support 
in 


great exception to the giving of testimonials by members 
of the medical profession to quack medicines. What, 
then, can be said of the members of our own profession 
who give testimonials to quack veterinary medicines? I 
think it is time the Council took firm steps in the matter, 
and I therefore venture to move: “That in the opinion 
of this Council the giving of testimonials in favour of 

tent veterinary medicines should be considered a 

h of the Bye-law relative to professional conduct.” 

We have asked for an explanation of the matter from 
these gentlemen. I am not speaking of these gentlemen 
in particular ; I say it is time that the giving of these 
testimonials ould be stopped, and stopped definitely. 

Mr. Mutvey: I will second Mr. Burt’s proposition. 

_Mr. Carrer: I am glad to support it. I think it is 
high time that we put our own house in order first, 
before we object to others. 

Sir Joun M‘Fapyean : May we have the Resolution 
read, Sir? 

The Secretary: “That in the opinion of this Council 
the giving of testimonials in favour of ey veterinary 
medicines should be considered a breach of the Bye-law 
relative to professional conduct.” 

Mr. THATCHER ee: It is not a breach of the 
Bye-laws. It think it would be better if the Resolution 
read : “ That in the opinion of this Council the giving of 
testimonials in favour of patent veterinary medicines 
should be considered conduct disgraceful in a profession- 
al respect.” Those are the words of the Act. 

Sir Jonn M‘Fapyean: Although I feel myself in 
sympathy with this Resolution, I should like to say that 
until I have time to consider exactly what it committed 
me to, I should not like to support it. It raises the 
question of what isa patent veterinary medicine. I take 
it that what is principally objected to is the giving of, 
testimonials in favour of secret remedies—remedies the 
composition which is not declared. 

t. Burt: Quite so. 

Sir Jonn M‘Fapyean : Then the Resolution requires 
to be amended. I can see no objection to a practitioner 
giving a favourable report regarding the action of a 
medicine which may be patented, if the composition of 
the medicine in question is declared. I do not say it is 
desirable to do such a thing, but it seems to me to be 
perhaps going a little too far to threaten the removal of 
a member’s name from the pas because he may have 

ssed himself in favour of a patent medicine. 

r. GaRNETT: I am in total disagreement with Sir 
John on this point, even in his limitation of it to 
remedies the composition of which is known. I think it 
is disgraceful for any member of a body such as ours to 
| for that is what 

ese patent medicine people ulre—they require a 
testimonial. They may give individuals the composition 
of the material, but the fact is that their object is to 
advertise their opinion to spread the sale of this drug or 
secret preparation, the composition of which is not 
known to the members of the profession. Any testi- 
monial, in my opinion, which is given for a patent medi- 
cine for publication, and which is published, and which 
bears the names of professors or members of this College, 
is detrimental in a professional sense, and I think we 
should strongly disapprove of it. I have very much 
pees in supporting the Resolution in its entirety that 

has been pro by Mr. Burt. 

Mr. McKinna : I think the fact ought not to be lost 
sight of that the Council is, at every meeting of the 
Registration Committee, dealing with such cases. The 
Committee have ang, mage with certain cases, parti- 
culars of which have been alluded to in the Report of 


the principle of the Resolution, but I do k that the 
Council itself up to the present has not lost sight of the 
fact, and is dealing with the cases as they arise. 
Sir Jonn M‘Fapyean: Will you allow me a word of 
explanation, say that I think Mr. 
rnett has ary misunderstood what I said. Noth- 

ing that he said discloses any conflict of opinion — 
ing himself and me, because I should approve of the 
—— of persons in the circumstances he outlined. 

should prosecute them for advertising. The complaint 
in that case was not that they gave a testimonial in 
favour of the remedy, but that they lent their names to 
advertisements. e are already committed to that. 
Mr. Garnett: If I might be allowed a word of ex- 
planation it is simply this, that once a man has given a 
testimonial to any patient medicine it is beyond his 
recall to prevent the person who received that testi- 
monial from advertising it. We have suffered from this 
in the past, and we desire to prevent a repetition of it 
in the future—this giving of testimonials by members 
of the profession, and if the Council passes this resolu- 
tion I think it would go out to the — and the 
big men—because it is the big men these patent medi- 
cine people apply to, it is not the everyday practitioner, 
it is the ig men who are the criminals in this case— 
that this Council will deal with them. Let it be known 
that it is unprofessional conduct to give these adver- 
tisements and then they will cease doing it, and so will 
prevent the appearance of their names attached to these 
glowing testimonials. (Hear, hear.) 
Mr. Burt: I should like to say, in reply, that it is 
not only from the point of view of the advertising of 
the member who gives the testimonial, but the mere 
fact of his having given the testimonial pre-supposes 
that it is a compound worth buying by the general 
public, and the general public buy it to the detriment 
of the veterinary profession. é 

: ir Joun M‘Fapyean : Nobody thinks 1 am aculprit, 
sir 


The PresipENT : | will ask the Secretary to read the 
resolution. and then I will put it. 

The Secretary : “ That in the opinion of this Coun- 
cil the giving of testimonials in favour of patent veteri- 
nary medicines should be considered conduct disgraceful 
in a professional — 

Mr. Triccer: I think it is absolutel cmennieny, 
because we have always dealt with such cases exactly 
in the manner that Mr. McKinna has stated. We have 
— to deal with those cases, and we have dealt with 

em. 

The PresipenT: It is not contrary to any action in 
the past, is it ? : 
r. TRIGGER: No. ‘ 

The Presipent: Therefore it does no harm to put it 
on our records. 

Mr. Triccer : I think we are advertising that we are 
going to do it, that is all. ; 

Mr. Burt’s resolution was then put and carried nem. 
con., and the motion for the adoption of the report of 
the istration Committee was carried pare gy 

On the motion of Mr. McKinna, seconded rf r. 
Trigger, authority was given for the seal of the College 
to be affixed to the three orders for prosecutions men- 
tioned in the report. 


EXAMINATION SYLLABUS COMMITTEE AND 
EXAMINATION COMMITTEE. 


Mr. MuLvey read the following report of a meeting of 
the Examination Syllabus Committee held on 10th 


October, 1912. 
The Examination Syllabus Committee beg to report 


the Registration Committee. 1 think as each case comes 
up it ought to be dealt with on its merits. We are 


that they met on Thursday, October 10th, 1912, to con- 
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tinue the revision of the syllabuses of examination, and 
that progress been made with the work. The 
further consideration of the syllabuses has been deferred 
to the next 
Mr. MULVEY the following report of a meeting 
of the Examination Committee held on 10th October. 
It was resolved that Mr. W. J. Mulvey be elected to 
the Chair. 
The minutes of the previous meeting having been 
inted and circulated, were taken as read and con- 


rmed. 

A further report was submitted on the two candidates 
who were absent from the oral part of the examinations 
held in May in Edinburgh and Glasgow, and it was 
resolved that the two candidates who failed to complete 
their examination he held to be rejected candidates. 

A letter was received from a 
student asking whether, having attended two terms at 
one veterinary school, he would be adinitted to his next 
professional examination if he attended for the re- 
mainder of the session at another school. 

The Secretary was instructed to reply in the negative. 

(6) An application was received from Mr. C. G. Saun- 
ders asking for registration without examinatio 

And the Secretary was instructed to reply that the 
application could not be acceded to. 

(c) A letter was received from Major J. W. M. 
Carroll asking for the recognition of his two years ot 
study passed at the Melbourne Veterinary School, and 
the Secretary was instructed to reply that in accor- 
dance with the bye-laws the application could nut be 
acceded to. 

Dates of Examinations.—The dates of the July and 
December examinations fixed by the Council at its 
meeting in July were re-considered, but no alteration 
was recommended. 

Reports by the Chairmen of the Boards of Examiners, 
the Local Secretaries and Delegates on the July Exam- 
inations were received and approved. 

Educational certificates numbered 1271 to 1310 were 
submitted and approved. 

Jubilee Memorial and Bursary Prize.—The examiners’ 
award was submitted, showing that _ one candidate, 
namely Mr. J. T. Edwards, completed the examination, 
obtaining a total of 349 marks. 

It was resolved to recommend that the Jubilee 
Memorial Prize, value £100, be awarded to Mr. J. T. 
Edwards, of the Royal Veterinary College, London. 

Mr. Mutvey: I move the adoption of the reports. 

Mr. McKrnna : I second that. 

Mr. Barrett : Is there any explanation of why there 
me only one competitor for the Jubilee Memorial and 


The IDENT: There was more than one eve ged 
tor, but there was only one man who completed his 
examination, and he received more than the average 
marks in his different subjects according to the exam- 
iners’ re 


rt. 
Mr. Raseeer: How many competitors were there 
nally ? 
e PRESIDENT: Three. 

Mr. Triccer : With regard to the Jubilee Memorial 
and Bursary Prize, do I take it that the Examination 
Committee now deal with the prize and have taken the 
matter over entirely? We had a Jubilee Memorial 
Committee which dealt with the matter. I do not know 
on what authority it has been handed over by the 
Council to the Examination Committee. 

The Presipent: Probably it was my fault. The 
Secretary submitted to me the result of the examina- 
tion, and asked me if Mr. Edwards was to be informed 
that he had gained the prize. I did not think that I 
was competent to decide the question, inasmuch as 


there was only one candidate who had completed the 
examination, and I asked him to bring it up before the 
Examination Committee. 

Mr. TricceR : Do I take it that the Jubilee Memorial 
Committee is defunct? 

The PresipEnt : I did not know it was in existence. 
It is not on the list of committees. 

Sir Jonn M‘Fapyean: [I think Mr. Tri 
ing of the Steel Memorial Committee. 
yuite in order. It was not necessary to £ be 
Committee. It was sufficient to report fac 
Council. 

The PresipENT : It could not, Sir John, go before a 
Committee which is non-existent. 

Mr. Barrett: I am sorry to worry you on this matter, 
but I understand now there were three competitors 
only. That isa very small number. Is there any real 
explanation why there should be so few candidates? 1 
take it the examination is held conveniently ? 

The PRESIDENT : Oh, yes ; everybody is suited as re- 
gards that, but one cannut make men enter the examin- 
ation. I believe there was something like at least 70 
men eligible. Every man who has qualified during the 
last four years is eligible. 

Mr. Barretr: Have you any definite information as 
to why the two men dropped out? Was it on account of 
any difficulty. 

The PRESIDENT : They saw the paper and cleared out. 

Mr. Barrett: What I am getting at is this. It 
seems to me that the subjects of the examination 
should be carefully considered in order if possible to 
attract a greater number of men. That is a matter 
which the appropriate committee might perhaps con- 
sider with a view of making some improvements or 
alterations. 

Sir Jonn M‘Fapyean : I cannot agree that the object 
of offering this — is to attract a large number of 
candidates. I think the object of the regulations 
which govern the prize is to ensure that the prize 
goes to the best man. After all, it must be 
remembered that a comparatively small number of 
candidates are now eligible compared with what was 
the case a few years ago. And further, as I pointed 
out in Committee yesterday, the number is restricted— 
for this reason, that in every school the relative merits 
of the different candidates and their chances in any 
competitive examination are very well known amongst 
the students themselves, and 90 per cent. of them know 
that it would be absolutely hopeless to enter for the 
competition at all. I suggest that that is really the- 
reason why so few candidates entered, at any rate from 
the school with which I am connected. I do not offer 
any suggestion why there were not more candidates, or 
candidates from other schools. 

Prof. Soave: May I ask the number of marks Mr. 
Edwards obtained ? 

The PresipENT : 349. 

Prof. Soave: May we be told the maximum number 
of marks ? 

The PRESIDENT : 500. 

Prof. Soave: I think that might be included in the 


sir. 
e Presipent: You see it is an average of 70 
per cent. 

Prof. Save: There is no indication in the report of 
eS of marks obtained by Mr. Edwards. 

e PRESIDENT: Yes, there is in the report. 

Mr. Barrett : Is the examination held at one centre 
or at different centres ? 

The Presipent: Different centres. Every effort is 
made to suit the convenience of candidates. 

The reports of the Examination Syllabus Commit- 
tee were then adopted. 
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PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEE. 


Mr. GARNETT read the pointes Report of a meeting 
of the Parliamentary and Genera] Purposes Committee 
held on the 10th October, 1912 .— 

It was resolved that Mr. F. W. Garnett be appointed 
to the chair. 

The minntes of the previous meeting having been 
ose and circulated, were taken as read and con- 

rmed. 


Government of Ireland Bill. The Solicitor reported 
the result of interviews he had had with Members of 
Parliament with regard to safeguarding the interests of 
the veterinary profession er the Government of 
Ireland Bill, and it was resolved that no further action 
be taken. 

ision of Bye-laws.—The Chairman reported that 
he had considered the revised bye-laws submitted by 
the Secretary, and that in his opinion the revision of 
the bye-laws should be proceeded with. 

It was resolved that the revision of the bye-laws be 
referred to a Special Committee consisting of Messrs. 
Bradley, Clarkson, Garnett, and Sumner, for consider- 
tion and report. 

Fellowship Degree.—The resolution of the Finance 
Committee, referred by the Council to this Committee, 
was considered, and it was resolved to recommend— 

(2) That a Special Committee be square to con- 
sider and recommend the steps to be taken in regard to 
making further provision for post-graduate courses in 
Veterinary Science, and the granting of a further 


diploma. 

t) That the following gentlemen serve on the Special 
Committee :—Dr. 4 Mr. Garnett, Mr. Lloyd, Sir 
John M‘Fadyean, Prof. McCall, Prof. Mettam, Mr. 
Mulvey, Mr. Stockman, and Mr. Sumner. 

Veterinary Operations [sone ) Bill—It was 
resolved that, in view of the improbability of progress 
being made with this Bill, no action be taken at 
present, but that it be watched in the interests of the 
profession. . 

Coal Mines Act —The Secretary submitted a ong, 
the Home Office Order under Schedule III. of the ] 
Mines Act, spams. the manner of testing horses 
for glanders by veterinary surgeons before being taken 
underground. 

Public Veterinary Services: Departmental Commit- 
tee.—A letter was received from the Secretary of the 
Departmental Committee on the Public Veterinary 
Services, requesting the Council to nominate one or two 
representatives to attend and give evidence before the 
Committee. 

It was resolved to recommend that Mr. F. W. Garnett 
and the Secretary be appointed to represent the views of 
the Council on the matter. 

Mr. Garnett: With regard to the report on the 
Fellowship Degree, it was felt by the Committee that in 
regard to re-modelling the Fellowship Degree, we shou 
also take into consideration the recommendation which 
I have read out to you, and that the two things, if you 
adopt them, should go before the Special Committee 
whose names I have read out to you. I propose the 
reception of these Minutes. 

Mr. Asson : I second that. (The motion was carried). 

Mr. Triecer : Is the Treasurer by virtue of his office 
a wnember of all Committees ? 

Py PresipenT: I do not know. I think the Presi- 
nt is. 

Mr. Triccer : If not, I move that Mr. Mulvey be a 
member of the Committee which will deal with the 
matter. 

The PresmpenT: The Bye-law says, “The Treasurer 


meetings of all Committees.” I believe the object of 
asking Messrs. Bradley, Clarkson, Garnett and Sumner 
to act on this particular Committee was in order that 
they might meet-at a place convenient to their own resi- 
dences rather than come to London. The reference was 
originally to Mr. Garnett alone, bnt he did not like to 
the sole responsibility. It is not necessary to add 
Mr. Mulvey’s name, because under the Bye-laws he can 
attend the meetings of all Committees. The Bye-law 
says, however, “ But his office shall not confer the right 
to vote.” 

Mr. TricGeR: We can elect him to that Committee 
and then he will have the right to vote. I propose that 
Mr. Mulvey’s name be added to the Committee. 

The PRESIDENT : You are not in order just now. The 
ae of the adoption of the Report is before the 

uncil. Will somebody move that the Report be 


r. GaRNETT: I move that the Report be atepien, 
with the addition of Mr. Mulvey’s name to pa: ph tv 
referring to the re-modelling of the B bay Loren rn i 
feel sure that the members of Council must appreciate 
that no one on this Council knows as much about our 
Bye-laws as Mr. Mulvey does. 

Mr. TrieGer : I second that. I shall attain my object 
in that way. 

The Presmpent : Is it your wish that the Report of 
the Parliamentary and General Pur Committee be 
adopted, with the addition of Mr. fad name to the 
Special Committee which has been suggested for the 
revision of the Bye-laws ? 

Mr. Luoyp: Before you put that I would like to ask 
one question with rd to the Departmental Commit- 
tee on the Public Veterinary Services. Does “ public 
veterinary services there dealt with include municipal 
offices?” I only ask for information. 

Mr. Stockman : No. 

Mr. Luoyp: If it did 1 wanted to ask if we were 
entitled to give evidence before the Committee. 

The PrestpEnt : I would suggest that you should get 
into communication with Mr. French, the Secretary of 
the Committee. I do not think municipal offices are 
included in the reference. 

Mr. StockMAN : I can tell you that they are not. It 
is in fact a Committee of several Government depart- 
ments which employ about 500 veterinary surgeons. 

The motion for the adoption of the Report of the 
Parliamentary Committee, with the addition of Mr. 
Mulvey’s name to the Special Committee suggested for 
the revision of the Bye-laws, was then put and carried 
unanimously. 

PUBLICATION COMMITTEE. 


Mr. Roberts read the following report of a meeting of 
the Publication Committee held on 11th October :— 

It was resolved that Mr. R. Roberts be appointed 
Chairman of this Committee for the oouing year. 

The Minutes of the previous meeting having been 
printed and circulated, were taken as read and confirmed. 

Register, 1912.--The Secre submitted a Profit and 
Loss Account in connection with the publication of the 
ae soma for 1912, which was considered to be very satis- 
actory. 

Register, 1913.—It was resolved that the Secretary be 
instructed to print 500 copies of the Register for 1913, 
and that he be instructed to obtain as many advertise- 


ments as possible. 
Mr. Roperts: Until last year we sustained a loss of 
something like £20 in the publication of the ister. 


That has been converted this year into a profit of 

between £15 and £16. I think that is a most satisfactory 

state of affairs. I move that the Report be adopted. | 
Prof. McC: seconded the motion, which was carried 


shall be entitled to attend all Council meetings and 


unanimously. | 
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MEMORIAL CoMMITTEE. 


. Brapey read the following Re of a meeting 
of tke Steel Memorial Committee held on llth Octo- 


a was resolved that Dr. Bradley be appointed Chair- 
man of this Committee for the ensuing year. _ 

The Minutes of the previous meeting having been 

inted and circulated, ware taken as read and confirmed. 

Trust Fund.—The Secretary submitted an account of 
the Trust Fund, showing an accumulated interest of 
£65 8 9. It was resolved that the Treasurer be author- 
ised to purchase £85 of Consols to make up the amount 
of the fund to £400. 

Award of Medal._—Names of members of the profes- 
sion were submitted and considered ; and it was unani- 
mously resolved that the Steel Memorial Medal for the 

ear 1912 be awarded to Major J D. Holmes, M.A., 

Se., of the Indian Civil Veterinary Department. 

On the motion of Dr. Bradley, seconded by Mr. 
Roberts, the Report was adopted. 
TUBERCULOSIS SPECIAL COMMITTEE. 


Mr. Lioyp read the following Report of a meeting of 
the Tuberculosis Special Committee held on Friday, 
October 11th :-- 

It was resolved that Mr. J. 8S. Lloyd be appointed 
Chairman of this Committee. fi 

Control of Tuberculosis.—Resolutions by the 
Association of Veterinary Officers of Health with regard 
to the control of Tuberculosis were considered ; and it 
was resolved 

(a) That in the opinion of this Committee the time has 
come when open tuberculosis should be scheduled as a 
contagious disease under the Diseases of the Animals 


Act. 
(6) That a on of this resolution be forwarded to the 
President of the rd of Agriculture. 

(c) That the Council be recommended to empower the 
Committee to continue in office for the present. 

Mr. Luoyp: I beg to propose the adoption of the 

rt. 
r. BRADLEY : I second that. 

Sir Joun M‘FapyEan: May I ask what is meant by 
“open tuberculosis ?” Again I plead fur some definition 
so that we may know exactly what we are doing. 
confess I have seen the expression in print before. I 
believe it was originated by certain German authors, but 
I think it is absolutely incapable of definition. This is 
not the reason, however, why I ask that it should be 
defined. 

The PRESIDENT: The intention of the Committee was 
“clinically affected tuberculous animals.” 

Sir Jonn M‘Fapyean : It is setting a bad precedent 
that this should use the expression “ open tuberculosis,” 
and on that ground I shall vote against the resolution. 

_ The Cuarrman : Will you be satisfied if we substitute 
instead of “open tuberculosis” the words “clinically 
affected ?” 

Sir Jonn M‘Fapyean: Yes, I think that would be 
distinctly better. 1 would vote for it if you say tuber- 
losis be scheduled so as to bring within the operation of 
the Contagious Diseases of Animals Act any animals 
clinically affected with tuberculosis. 

Mr. Lioyp : I might say, in reply, that this matter 
was discussed at the meeting to-day, and as originally 
in the resolution of the Association of Veterinary 

fficers the word was “tuberculosis.” To meet the 
wishes of someone present this morning we added the 
word “open.” I do not think there is any difficulty my- 
self in | to the word “open.” It may be a German 
definition, but what is meant, in my mind, is where the 
disease is affecting organs which have an external out- 
let. I do not think there is the slightest difficulty about 
the “ open,” 


Sir Jonn M‘Fapyean: Thea I must advise the 
Council to vote against the resolution. a 
Mr. Lloyd’s definition it would probably require the law 


to take notice of 95 per cent. of all the cases of tuber- 

culosis in existence. He said, I understand, tubercu- 

losis involving an organ communicating with the outer 
r 


air. 

Mr. Luoyp : That is it. 

Sir Jonn M‘Fapyean: The Inngs, as Mr. Lloyd 
knows very well, communicate with the outer air, and 
nobody knows better than he does that the immense 
majority of tuberculous animals are affected in the lungs. 
But this is Mr. Lloyd’s own definition of “ open,” and not 
the German one. The German one really is that “open” 
covers the cases in which the animal is voiding tubercle 
bacilli ; but I object to the German one because it is 
impossible to determine when an animal is voiding or is 
not voiding tubercle bacilli. I would most earnestly 
advise the Council not to vote for this resolution, but to 
have it referred back. 

Mr. Luoyp: If it meets with the wishes of this 
Council [ am quite in agreement that the word 
“tuberculosis” alone should be inserted, or I am per- 
fectly agreeable to the words “clinically affected.” I 
do not mind which. My mind is quite open on the 
point. 

i viviny* Suave: Could not we leave out the word 
n 

he PrestpENT: I think this is what Sir John sug- 
gests :—“ That in the opinion of this Committee the 
time has come when tuberculosis should be scheduled 
soas to bring under the operation of the Diseases of 
Hees a Act animals clinically affected with tubercu- 
losis,” 

Mr. Luoyp: Yes, that will do. 

With this alteration the report of the Tuberculosis 
ne Committee was then put and carried unani- 
mously. 


FirzWycGraMm Prize AWARD. 


The SecrRETARY read the report of the auditors, 
Messrs. Woodhouse and Wilkinson, dated 27th August, 
1912, certifying that they had checked and found cor- 
rect the number of marks gained by the thirty students 
who were eligibie for the prize. The first two students 


were :— 


(1) John Quinlan, R.V.C. Dublin, 836 marks 
(2) Charles Holland, R.V.C. London,. 811 __,, 


The value of the first prize, in accordance with the 
regulations, was £39 18s. 11d. ; the value of the second 
prize was £23 19s. 5d. 

The PrestpENT : Does the Council agree to the adop- 
tion of this report? 

Prof. SHARE-JonEs : Might I ask, for informati 
whether the Charles Holland who has gained the secon 
prize is the Charles Holland who received half of his 
education at Liverpool? If so, I think he should be 
registered as of Liverpool and London. 

The Prestpent: He can only be registered where he 

ualified from. Noman hasa double registration in the 
liege. There is only one Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons, and there is only one College from which he 
can qualify, and he is registered from the College at 
which he happens to qualify. 

Prof. SHare-Jones: I think you have missed my 
point, sir. 

The Prestpent: No, I quite see your point. This 
student gS emieg/ from what you say was at two 
different Colleges during his curriculum. 

Prof. SHARE-JonEs: Yes. 

The PrestpenT: It is for the Liverpool College, if 
they like, to advertise the fact in an advertisement of 
their own that he was a student of the College during 
part of his curriculum, but the fact nevertheless remains 


228: THE VETERINARY RECORD 


October 19. 1912 


that he, as a uate of this Col ualified from 
London and we any other 


lege. 

Sir Joan M‘Fapyean: Besides that, I suggest it 
would be rather a high-handed action to register this 
gentleman as having passed at Liverpool contrary to his 
own desires. 

Prof. Suare-Jones : I do not wish it to go on the 
Official ister of the Royal College of Veterinary Sur- 
geons, but I certainly think that, as a matter of equity 
as between schools, this gentleman, as the winner of the 
FitzWygram Prize, should be announced as of Liverpool 
and London, and that is quite usnal where a man has 
been educated at two or three places in other branches 
of work. The places where he was educated are 
en. You will find that in the London Univer- 
sity list. 
he PrEsIDENT : It is sag wish that the report of the 
auditors with regard to the FitzWygram Prize Award 
be adopted ’—Agreed to. 

JUBILEE MEMORIAL AND Bursary PRIzE. 


The PrestpENT : You have already heard the result 
of that from the Examination Committee. Will you 
kindly agree that the ‘ag be awarded to Mr. Edwards, 
who is adjudicated the winner of the examination.— 
Agreed to. 

APPOINTMENT OF SECRETARIES OF BOARD OF 
EXAMINERS IN ScoTLAND, LivErPooL, & DuBLIN. 
The Secretary : I have received applications from 

Mr. Charles Blackhurst for re-appointment as Local 
Secretary for the examinations at Liverpool ; from Mr. 
Archibald Baird for re-appointment as Secretary 
for the examinations in Scotland ; and from Mr. Finlay 
Kerr for re-appointment as Local Secretary for the 
examinations in Ireland. 

The Presipent : Are there any other applications ? 

The Secretary : No other applications. 

Dr. Brap.ey : I move that these gentlemen be re- 
appointed to the positions that they have held. 

r. ABson : I second that. 


Mr. Triccer: Has not the time arrived when the an 


London staff could take up this work ? 

The PrEsIDENT : It is impossible. 

Mr. Triccer : I simply asked the — ! 

The PREsIDENT : It is impossible. ey can only be 
in one place at a time, and the fees have to be received 
on the same day. ; 

Mr. TricGER : The examinations are only held in one 
place at a time. me 

The Presipent: And that is the reason it is neces- 
sary to have these Local Secretaries to make all the 
necessary arrangements before the day of the exami- 
nation. 

Mr. TricGer : We have two on the staff here in Lon- 
— and I do not see why we should not send one of 
t 
The PresmpENT: Are you agreed that these three 
gentlemen should be re-elected. (Agreed to). ; 

This concluded the business of the quarterly meeting 


of Council. 
SPECIAL MEETING OF COUNCIL. 
Immediately following the quarterly meeting of 
Council, a special meeting of Council was held. Prof. 
A. E. Mettam (President) occupied the chair, and the 
same members were present as at the quarterly meeting. 
The minutes of the last special meeeing, held on 23rd 
April, 1912, were taken as read and confirmed. 

Morton By Dr. BRADLEY. 

Dr. BrapLey moved the following alteration to Bye- 


“The Examinations for the Diotoan, of Membership 
shall be held in each city in which there is situate an 
affiliated Veteri School twice during each year, 
namely, in July ahd December. At the quarterly meet- 
ing of Council held in July in each year the ncil 
shall fix the date of the Membership Examinations to 
be held in the following December and July.” 

I do not think, sir, it is necessary for me to say any- 
thing in support of this motion for the alteration of 
the bye-law, nor, I fancy, is it n to say much 
by way of explanation. I think it will suffice if I say 
that the motion is brouzht forward in order that the 
Scottish Schools may make their sessions co-terminus 
with those of the other Schools in the United Kingdom. I 
think that is necessary, and I think as a matter of fact 
that in saying that I have explained and supported 
sufficiently the motion which I now move. 

Prof. McCatt: I beg to second that. 

The resolution was put and carried unanimously. 


Motion sy Sir Joun M‘FapyeEan. 


Sir Joun M‘Fapyean : I to move that there be 
added to Schedule 1, which follows our bye-laws, the 
words “University of Bristol, Matriculation Examina- 
tion (Certificate to include the required subjects).” B 
of terse the motion to the meeting I will 
only say that the examination in question is acceptable 
to the General Medical Council. . 

Prof. McCatx: I beg to second that. 

The resolution was carried unanimously. 

It was unanimously resolved that the confirmatory 
meeting should be held on Oct, 22nd next. 


PRESENTATION BY Mr. GARNETT. 


The PrEsmpENT : Before we part I should like to draw 
your attention to the fact that we have had very 
generously presented to us by Mr. Garnett an official 
seal, by means of which we are able to attach to the 
various documents the seal of the College. From the 
chair I would like to move avery hearty vote of thanks 
to Mr. Garnett for his generosity. 

Mr. Mutvey: I have very great pleasure in seconding 
t 


Mr. Asson : It is a very useful present. 

The Presrpent : I take it that that will be carried 
by acclamation. 

The resolution was carried by acclamation. 

On the motion of Mr. Barrett, seconded by Mr. 
Carter, a hearty vote of thanks was accorded to the 
President for his conduct in the chair, and the meeting 


terminated. 


EASTERN COUNTIES 
VETERINARY MEDICAL SOCIETY. 


(Concluded from page 215.) 


The Hon. Sec. said he had had a rather curious case 
which, to a certain extent, had a py upon this 
paper. The mare required assistance at foaling, and the 
oal was dead. She appeared to go on well till two or 
three days after. He had the mare under treatment 
because she felt the effects of difficult foaling, but there 
were no symptoms to suggest trouble in the uterus. 
As her temperature was high he examined the uterus 
which to his astonishment contained a considerable 
quantity of discharge. For several days, though he 
washed it out every day, there was still considerable 
feetid discharge. The difficulty was to get all the fluid 
away, as the mare would not contract the uterus suffi- 
ciently. Eventually he solved the problem by using a 
piece of ordinary hose pipe, filling it with the fluid and 


law 57— 


then everting it so that the syphon drained the fluid out 
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of the uterus. He kept on syringing and syphoning 
out the fluid for about a fortnight, and eventually the 
mare made a good recovery, but it was an perce He 
obstinate case. The whole interior of the uterus was in 
a state of chronic dilation, and it never properly con- 
tracted till latterly, when the condition improved. It 
was ballooned, and there was a certain amount of 
necrosis of parts of it. He wondered whether any one 
could suggest a better scheme for getting the fluid out. 

The CHAIRMAN said he believed a syphon was com- 
monly used, or an ordinary pump tube, but there was 
always difficulty in xetting rid of the fluid in mares and 
cows. It was possible to use a small swab towel, but it 
was a lengthy business. The towel had to be put in and 
the fluid swabbed up, and so gof out. A tube of the 
ordinary Reid’s pump was often used as a syphon. 

Mr. Ceres said the nozzle must be taken off, because 
the holes were so smal] that it was difficult to use with 
the Reid’s pump. 

Mr. Surpiey said he had a troublesome case, and he 
told the man to take the mare for exercise into the 
orcbard. Fortunately there was a little bit of a hill, 
and as she walked up a little fluid escaped, so he kept 
her walking up and down the hill for half an hour, an 
this was very effectual. 

The CHAIRMAN said it was very important to get rid 
of the fluid. He wished Mr. McTurk had said some- 
thing about another sequel—parturiept laminitis. He 
watched for that very carefully when he had a case of 
retained placenta. They might get it without much 
womb trouble. In such cases he found poulticing the 
feet and hypodermic injections very good. 

Mr. Waters said be had uot had much experience of 
eversion of the rectum after foaling, but somehow or 
other he got two or three cases every year in mares or 
colts, and he never could find out why they gotit. They 
seemed to do very well if the rectum was put back and 
a piece of linen tied to the tail, passed between the legs 
and attached to a collar, the patient kept on laxative 
diet. He had no trouble except when the rectum would 
keep coming out, and then he tied the tail down so 

ightly that the animal could not lift it high enough to 
allow the rectum to protrude. He did not know 
whether Mr. McTurk had tried this method. Three 
or four years ago he went to see a mare one Saturday 
evening that was six weeks off foaling. [!e found hera 
little bit sluzgish, with a remarkably swamped condi- 
tion of her back, body very pendulous, some constipa- 
tion, temperature up half a degree, and slight swelling 
of the udder. He thought she wanted a laxative. Next 
day was Sunday, and as he was busy he did not trouble 
to call till Monday, when he found the abdominal mus- 
cles had split from the udder to the sternum, formin 

one immense hernia, letting the whole uterus and foa 
right through it. He knew it was hopeless, but 
thought it would be an_ interesting experiment to 
put her in slings, though she was six weeks from foal- 
ing. This was done, and the mare eventually foaled 
with very little difficulty. Afterwards, however, the 
bowels descended into the hernia, and as there was no 
—_ of doing the mare any good she was de- 

The Hon Sec. said that on occasions he got cases of 
_ eversion of the uterus in sows, and he found considera- 
ble difficulty in dealing with it. He had had cases in 
which the uterus could not be returned owing to con- 
siderable laceration of the organ. On two occasions he 
had removed the organ, but subsequently the sows died. 
He would like to know if others members had per- 
formed beg operation, and the sows lived to be fatted 
afterwards. 


The CuarrMan said his experience with sows was 

eversion of the uterus was a hopeless condition, 
and Pa had to be slaughtered. : 

Mr. Tay.or said he could not account for the why or 


wherefore of eversion of the rectum in colts, but he 
found after returning it that they did all right. In one 
case he had to put it back several times. In another 
case it was a colt which had never had a halter on. He 
cast the animal, put the rectum back, and it never came 
out again. In another case he was going to castrate a 
horse when the rectum became everted. He thought it 
would be the death of the animal, but he put it back, 
castrated him a month afterwards, and he never took 
any harm. As to washing out the uterus after foaling, 
he began to think the less syringing they did the better. 
He was more in favour of using uterine pessaries, as 
there was not th: straining afterwards that they got 
with syringiny. He also thought the pessaries kept the 
uterus in a more healthy condition. He had a casea 
ear or two ago in which a mare foaled during the night. 
Next day he was sent for and found there was con- 
siderable laceration of the mucuus membrane of the 
vagina. Antiseptic pessaries were applied, and even- 
tually she recovered, but owing to the sloughing of the 
mucous membrane of the vagina the vulva grew together 
until there was only a tiny hole left through which she 
urinated. He had never noticed such an occurrence 
before. 
The discussion was then adjourned to the next meet- 
ing so that other members could participate, and Mr. 
McTurk could reply. 


Commemoration Congress at Lyons, 1762-1912. 


The one hundred and fiftieth year of the establish- 
ment of the Ecole Nationale Vétérinaire of Lyons, the 
first schoo] of its kind in the world, is to be made the 
occasion of an international veterinary jubilation at 
Lyons on October 26th and following days. Theschool 
actually opened its doors for the first time on January 1, 
7 Its founder was Claude Bourgelat, an advocate, 
of Lyons. 

In 1764 Louis XV. gave permission for the school to 
be styled “ Royal,” and Bourgelat was made Director 
and Inspector-General of the institution. “ et de toutes 
les écoles vétérinaires établis ou A établir dans le roy- 
aume.” The Government, which had in view the train- 
ing of efficient veterinary surgeons for the French 
cavalry as well as for the service of Agriculture, contri- 
buted 50,000 livres to the cost 

The school succeeded frow the first. Students came, 
not only from all parts of France, but also from Den- 
mark, Sweden, Austria, Prussia, the kingdom of Sar- 
dinia, Switzerland, and other foreign countries. Great 
Britain was a notable exception. 

This was the beginning of as a 
distinct profession. In 1766 Bourgelat founded the 
school at Alfort, near Paris, which is generally re- 

ed as the leading veterinary school in the world. 


rom Lyons and Alfort, after a few years, teachers 


went forth all over the world. 

In 1790 Charles Vial, a native of the of St. 
Bels, near Lyons, who had been both student and 
teacher at the ons School, came to London and 
started the Royal Veterinary College at Camden Town, 
the oldest institution of the kind in the British Empire. 

The forthcoming commemoration, in which forei 
countries have been officially invited to participate, will 
be under the auspices of the French Government. 
Pams, the Minister of ey will preside at an 
official banquet on the 26th. On the 27th M. Edouard 
Herriot, the Mayor of Lyons, will hold a reception at 
the Hotel de Ville. The next day a visit will be paid to 
the abattoirs of Lyons, which, when they are completed, 
will be models for the entire world in that kind of con- 
struction. A ladies’ committee is planning excursions 
to Vienna and s of interest in the neighbourhood 
of Lyons.—Pall Mall Gazette. 
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DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 


To 1911, SUMMARY OF RKETURNS. 


Anthrax. Foot- Glanders 
Parasitic | Sheep 
and-Mouth (including M ‘ Scab. Swine Fever. 
Outbreaks | Animals Farcy) 
Con-| Re- | Con-| Re- |, Out | Ani- | Out- | Ani- | Out- | Ani- / Out-/ Out- | Slaagh- 
rm’d|ported firm’d ported reaks| mals. mals. |breaks| mals. |break:] breaks. | tered. * 
Gr. BRITAIN. 
Week ended Oct. 12 | 14 14 1 2‘ 2 29 417 
week in 
1909 22 { 7| 9 53 
Total for 41 weeks, 1912 | 618 | 699 82 | 602 | 143 264 | 2453 5293 | 182] 2400 | 31828 
. 1911 | 685 856 18 | 467 | 163 390 315 | 2008 | 23565 
Corresponding | 1919 1148 | 1364} 2 | 15 303 | 891 357 | 1141 | 103811 
period in 1909 | 1085 1366 { 435 1547 488 | 1358 | 12170 
: + Counties affected, animals attacked: London 2. 
Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, Oct. 15, 1912. 
Outbreaks 
IRELAND. Week ended Oct. 12 pant ve 1 1 es 2 1 2 
1911 ... 2 3 20 
Corresponding Week in 1910 ... 5 53 
1909 ... 1 
Total for 41 weeks, 1912 3 3s | 31 | 288 4... | ... 55 273 191 | 1526 
i911... 7/4 2 3 52 271 we 1832 
Corresponding period in {1910 ... 5 N 1 2 60 371 5 | 1761 
6 6 68 309 86 | 1561 


+ These figures include animals slaughtered and found affected on post-mortem examination. 


Lepurtment of Agriculture and Technical instrucuon for Lreland, (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, Oct. 14, 1912 P 
ly. As Diseased or Exposed to Infection 


Norre.—The figures for the Current Year are approximate on 


Farmers and the Anesthetics Bill. 


Ata meeting on the 11th inst. of the Devon Farmers 
Union at Exeter, Mr. Lewis referred to the Veterinary 
Operations (Anesthetics) Bill, now before |’arliament. 

e assured the farmers present that if the measure 
came law it would seriously hamper the operations of 
the farmer with regard to the rearing of his stock, 
besides involving the stockbreeder in heavy but wholly 
unnecessary expense. Under the Bill the man who had 
experience in treating animals was to be thrown over 
entirely for the college-trained professor, who made up 
for his lack of practical experience on the subject by 
the length of his bill. (Laughter). He (the speaker) did 
not hesitate to say that if some of the drastic provisions 
of the Bill became law it would be impossible to rear 
young stock of certain classes with profit to the breeder 
or satisfaction tothe public. He proposed the followin 
resolution :—“ We feel that if the Bill is passed it wil 
be an obstruction in the direction of raising young cattle 
in this country, and, further, would mean a critical and 
expensive measure to agriculturists. We therefore 
earnestly and unanimously petition the Government, in 
the interests of agriculture, not to into law the 

Protection of Animals Bill, realising as we 

o that it would prove a serious menace to the best 
interests of agriculture.” 

Mr. Brown seconded the motion, which was agreed 
to, copies being ordered to be sent to the Council of 
the National Farmers’ Union, the Board of icultu 
= the Members of Parliament for the County o 

von. 


ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE. 


Extract fron London Gazette. 
War Orrice, WHITEHALL, Oct. 11. 
TERRITORIAL Force. ARMY VETERINARY CORPS. 


October 15. 
REGULAR Forces. ARMY VETERINARY Corps. 
F. B. Sneyd. late Cadet Corpl., Royal brome | 

College of Ireland O.T.C., to be Lieut. (on probation 


be- | Dated Oct. 16. 


ENTRANCE EXAMINATION. SEPT., 1912. 
VETERINARY MEDICINE. 

Time allowed—Two hours each subject. 

Maximum marks—250 each question. 

1. Discuss the mallein test for glanders and describe 
a typical reaction. How would you deal with a doubtful 
reactor 

2. Give the cause, symptoms, duration, and treat- 
ment of equine influenza. é 

3. What are the post-mortem appearances of rabies 
in thedog? Describe the microscopic lesions peculiar 
to the disease. 

Give the symptoms and treatment of osteo-porosis in 
horses. Discuss its etiology. 

VETERINARY SURGERY. 

1. What are the symptoms of an — hock joint? 
Give the prognosis and treatment of such a case. 

2. Describe the operation you would adopt for the 
radical cure of scrotal hernia in a colt? Pas iit 

3. Discuss the causes and treatment of laminitis in 
the horse. : 

4. You are called to see a horse which has been 
found cast in his stall and unable to rise. To what 
causes may this be attributed, and how would you pro 
ceed to get the horse on his legs, if considered 


advisable 
VETERINARY HYGIENE. 
1. How would you to cremate the carcase of 
an animal which had died of anthrax ? ? 


J. H. Jones to be Lieut. Dated Sept. 9. 


2. What points would you observe in inspecting— 
(a) A (6) A newly-shod horse! 
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3. What diseases are transmitted to animals th 
ticks, and what are the various methods employed for 
their destruction ? 

4. Give a suitable diet for—(a) A hunter carrying 
16 stone in hard work. (4) A polo popy during the 
Jo season. (c) A heavy draught horse in hard work. 
Pa) A heavy draught horse whilst under treatment for 


lameness. 


Personal, 


Fearnsipe.—At the Ballachulish Hotel, Argyllshire 
the wife of J. A. Fearnside, M.R C.v.S., a daughter. 


OBITUARY 
Srpney SmitH, v.s., Wrentham, Wangford, Suffolk. 


Mr. Sidney Smith, who has died at Wrentham, in his 
gist year, has been in practice there for 72 years, and 
was a well-known figure in the hunting and coursing 
world in the neighbourhood. He followed the hounds 
until he was well into the eighties. 

Mr. Smith practically died in harness, for he was 
driving with his grandson, who assisted him in the prac- 
tice, as recently as last Wednesday. He was univer- 
sally beloved and respected for his kind and genial 
temperament, and will be sadly missed by a large circle 
of relatives and friends. 5 

The funeral took place at Wrentham Cemetery, on 
Thursday.—Hvening Star and Daily Herald (Ipswich). 


CASTRATION. 


I have again to crave your indulgence, as I cannot per- 
mit some of the statements made by Mr. Reynolds to go 
unchallenged. 

- 1. It is good news to be told that ‘‘no matter what 
method is adopted the final result is the same—the colt 
still lives. Speaking generally, you can't kill him.’’ If 
this statement be correct we may well ask why it is that 
some insurance companies refuse to insure against castra- 
tion risks. Again, we may assume, if we believe the above, 
that all our precautions with reference to antiseptic treat- 
ment are practically useless. In other words the travelling 
gelder should be quite as successful as the qualified practi- 
tioner. It would be interesting to know where Mr. 
Reynolds obtained his information re the methods adopted 
by practitioners who operate in the recumbent position, 
He states that the clams ‘‘ are perhaps laid on the grass, or 
put in a bucket of water with, may be, a little disinfectant 
in it.”” Does he seriously suggest that any present-day 
itioner would display such carelessness and ignorance ? 
ut why the ‘* little disinfectant!’’ Goodness knows dis- 
infectants are cheap enough in the present day to be 
liberally employed. Is there a prejudice against them ? 
_ 2. In spite of every attempt at aseptic castration, swell- 
ing will occur in some cases. Per contra, there are very 
many instances in which, with the adoption of ordinary 
cleanliness, little or no swelling results. Again, in cases 
that suffer from septic peritonitis, there may be an absence 
of swelling. These remarks apply to all methods. 

Mr. Reynolds says ‘‘as the animal is partly on his 
back any blood or liquid contaminated by the clams or 
scrotum tends to flow into the canal.’’ But why have the 
animal partly on his back? Surely it is far more conven- 
lent to operate with the animal on his side, and thus do 
away with this risk. 

3. Mr. Reynolds asserts that ‘‘the part of the cord in a 

ssed clam is aseptic.’’ Will anyone believe that a 
bruised tissue exposed to the air for a long period can be 
aseptic? Are the standing operator's hands aseptic when 
he performs the operation? Does he keep the colt from 
lying down until he removes the clams next day? If not, 
surely the part becomes contaminated when the animal lies 


Again, supposing the V.S. goes ten miles to castrate a 
golt, is he supposed to attend next day to remove the clam 


without any extra fee, or can he depute this technique to 
the owner of the animal? Will the cord then be aseptic? 
Mr. Reynolds, with marked arrogance, suggests that when 
the new Bill becomes law the majority of veterinary sur- 
geons will not give sufficient chloroform to produce anws- 
thesia. What ground has he for making such a state- 
ment? Has he an iota of evidence to support it? 

4. Fear and Pain.—Evidently Mr. Reynolds does not 
recognise the difference between these terms. It is some- 
times convenient to assume this attitude when discussing 
the employment of anesthetics. Now, many horses will 
exhibit, marked evidences of fear if we apply an operating 
hood to the head. Will anyone assert that this procedure 
causes pain? Nervous horses exhibit fear on the slightest 
cause. I have seen the examination of the heart by means 
of the stethoscope produce marked palpitation in a nervous 
horse. Where does the pain come in? In human beings 
there is a decided element of fear with regard to anesthetics, 
because they are aware of the risks incurred, and all their 
reasoning power is not sufficient in many instances to 
overcome this fear. In animals this does not occur, and I 
deny the fear and terror described by Mr. Reynolds, 
while as to the pain, the idea is too puerile to merit 
discussion. 

5. - The Clams—A term so dear to those whose surgery 
is formed on pre-historic lines. ‘‘ They are safer and give 
better results.’ So says Mr. Reynolds, and so said genera- 
tions of gelders who rejoiced in such barbarous methods. 
If we are satisfied of the veracity of this statement let us 
adopt the old works on farriery as our text-books, and 
discard modern authors. Now I do not care whether the 
clams are employed by two or by fifty-two well known sur- 
geons in the veterinary profession, I still maintain that the 
method is crael, inhuman, barbarous, and unscientific, and 
that anyone resorting to it should be prosecuted for cruelty 
to animals. 

In conclusion, I express the hope that the promoters of 
the Anesthetics Bil] will read the various discussivns on 
chloroform in the issue of The Veterinary Record for October 
12th they will learn much therefore, and will probably 
redouble their efforts to get the Bill through Parlisment. 
Probably also they will be able to give a satisfactory 
answer as to the reason why the veterinary profession was 
not consulted in the matter.—Yours etc., 

E. Hoare. 


Sir, 

It is a pleasure to conduct a controversy with such a fair 
and able man as Mr. E. B. Reynolds, and if the light of 
reason only spreads its minimum distance this discussion 
may do good. As another premise I submit that the 
majority of operators with either écraseur or emasculator 
boil and disinfect their instruments before use, that steel 
with due observance of surgical cleanliness is always more 
aseptic than wood, that it can in its use be kept more 
aseptic, and that by its use a far less extent of the cord is 
mutilated. In the case of the écraseur not a few operators 
take a second chain with them. 

It may seem an anomaly, but in opposition to Mr. Rey- 
nolds’ statement as to the smallness of the amount of infec- 
tion with wooden clams, that the cases I have been called 
upon to treat after castration (not done by myself) have 
just been those in which wooden clams have been used, and 
have just showed infection in its worst stage—necrosis. 
The stink has been anything but reminiscent of Eau de 
Cologne, and the crushed cord has not been schirrbous (as 
so many assert) but absolutely gangrenous. Needless to 
write that nothing beneficial could be done for such a patient. 
A consideration of the operation with wooden clams and 
their subsequent action when in situ will easily explain 
the reason for this condition. I feel confident that Mr. 
Reynold’s will encounter this state of affairs sooner or later, 
if not in his own practice, then outside it. 

The trouble of washing and disinfecting the scrotum may 
easily be obviated nowadays with tincture of Iodine. A 
German operator is already using it. 

The only excuse for use of fixed clams is perhaps with 
rams, and then the clams should be of steel and not wood, 
sand the scrotum remain unopened. The reason for this— 
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and one doesn’t like making statements without reasoning 
—is again obvious to the thinking man. : 

The amount of swelling after castration is chiefly depen- 
dent upon the cleanliness or otherwise of the colts sur- 
roundings, the size of the incision in the scrotum, the 
facility for drainage (not of the best with wooden clams) and 
the amount of subsequent exercise the colt gets. 

The fear previous to the administration of an anwsthetic 
is likely to be far more acute in the case of a reasoning 
animal than in that of one that cannot reason, and the 


action of the drug is the same in both instances.—Yours 
faithfully, 
G. Mayatn. 
RESEARCH SCHOLARSHIPS. 
Sir, 


Veterinary surgeons are, as a rule, very backward in 
ventilating their real or supposed grievances, students are 
even more bashful in such matters, so that there is pro- 
bably some considerable discontent with the last award of 
research scholarships. Now the entrants and their claims 
being unknown, it is impossible to criticise the justice of 
the award, but in any competition it is better to be second 
to the best man than last on the list, so that I would sug- 
gest that the Board of Agriculture, or whatever department 
is responsible for the award of these scholarships, should 
publish a list of the candidates in the order of their selec- 
tion. If preferred, each candidate could be given a number 
and thus identify his position on the list in The Times. 
There could then be no hint of undue backing or patronage. 

But I would remind students that in the veterinary pro- 
fession, unless they fight for this change, petition the Com- 
missioners, demand, argue, and generally assert themselves 
in every possible way, nothing will be done—as usual.— 


Yours, etc., 
A Non-Srarter. 


FIRING, AN ANNUAL VISIT, AND A DOUBLE 
INVITATION. 
Sir, 

Mr. Ingram’s letter in the current issue of The Veterinary 
Record contains a long extract from The Field describing 
what the latter’s representative saw at the Royal Veteri- 
nary College recently. 

Somewhat similar expressions to those used by The 
Field’s representative occur in The Stockbreeder for October 
7th, and contributed by its veterinary expert ‘‘ Vet.’’ 
Thus :—‘‘ General Smith expressed his envy of the advan- 
tages enjoyed by the modern students, but he probably 
hadn't seen them firing horses without an anesthetic, but 
with the twitch to keep them up. Such was the method a 
hundred years ago, and we might have looked for more 
humane practices to-day.’’ 

In this article of ‘‘ Vet’s.’’ there is also a description of 
what Zadig,’’ an unqualified (sic) practitioner. 
plished in the veterinary line. Doubtless intended as an 
encouragement to those forming his own (vet.) veterinary 
class for unqualifieds. 

The College Authorities seem to have been offering their 
hospitality to an angel unawares. One would have thought 
that a member of the veterinary profession desirous of 
attacking the Royal Veterinary College, or its methods. 
would have first written to the professional journals or 
appealed direct to the teaching staff on a question of this 
kind, and especially as our oft-styled ‘‘ eminent scientist '’ 
seems to have been present on the occasion in question as 
@ guest. 

The annus! pilgrimage of our friend of The Stockbreeder 
to Camden Town in October begets in us quite a microbe- 
like curiosity as to what the literary result will be. 

Two years ago ‘‘ Vet.’’ announced with great flourish 
that by the very same post that he received an invitation to 
attend the opening ceremony at the Royal Veterinary Col- 

he also received an invitation, or request, from a 
gentleman to clean out horse’s sheath. 

It makes one feel sad to think that a man capable of such 


period, have the spaces under his finger nails packed with 
the smegma of an ancient gelding. But many literary 
giants have done dirty jobs, and all have had trouble at 
some time or other, as, for instance, Dickens, Wordsworth, 
and Dan Leno in their youth; Scott, Barrell Weeny, and 
others later in life. —Yours traly, 

F. T. Harvey. 


THE DOCKING CASE AT DUNBOYNE. 

Sir, 

I was much interested about the evidence given at the 
police court concerning the above case, I have waited to see 
if some veterinary surgeon did not comment upon the 
matter, but as none have done so I will try and give you 
my opinion upon the subject. In the first place I will com- 
pliment Prof. Mettam upon the good and straight evidence 
he gave, he did not try to conceal anything, and even con- 
fessed he was sorry to say of having docked horses by the 
searing method. On the other hand Mr. Magee tried to 
hide everything, and was simple enough to think he could 
make the magistrates believe there was little or no cruelty 
in docking a horse by searing the raw stump of the tail 
with a red hot iron. If he was speaking his mind honestly 
then I am not surprised at him telling the court that trying 
to ease pain in animals was a hobby of his—nota duty 
mind you. 

Speaking personally, I have in my life time been scalded 
with boiling water accidentally, and fired with a red-hot 
iron by a medical man, both were very painful and were 
not of momentary duration, but caused me a considerable 
amount of suffering for some weeks. 

Mr. Magee tries to make us believe that docking if not 
done by the searing method is frequently followed by tetanus. 
Now I have docked horses for 35 years without searlng and 
have only lost one from tetanus following the operation, 
and that is over 30 years ago, when we were not so well up 
in antiseptic surgery as we are to-day. Searing the flesh 
is to my mind, as Prof. Mettam said, a barbarous operation 
and can certainly be done without. I have seen a horse 
nearly jump into the loft above him the pain was so 
excruciating. 

I have come across in my practice the stump so much 
seared as the bone to be left protruding over half-an-inch, 
this bone being destroyed by the hot iron must slough 
off at the next joint or segment. Is that a momentary 
operation? Do segments of a horse’s tail slough off without 
pain? I suppose they must in Mr. Magee’s practice. 
Then about the tapes. Twice in my practice I have found 
string left on the tail. In one case I had to cast the animal 
to get it off as it was lost to sight, deeply embedded in the 
flesh, that animal recovered. The other the tape was again 
buried in the flesh, setting up blood poisoning, mortification, 
and death. The man who operated on this horse, a valu- 
able three-year-old colt, was summoned for cruelty and was 
fined, promising not to operate again. If Mr. Magee had 
not appeared for Capt. Baynes and told the justices that 
the operation was well done and a necessary one as the 
animal had a kink in its tail (which no one seemed to have 
noticed except himself). and the docked bent 

was not produced for the court to decide upon. I object to 
Mr. Magee saying the cob was as weil docked as suy V.S. 
could have done it, or why did he sear it the day after it 
was docked and did not remove the tapes until the day 
after that? If he had said it was as well done as he could 
have done it himself, I would have believed him. 

I was somewhat surprised that antitetanic serum was 
never mentioned during the trial. I believe in it as a pre- 
ventive of tetanus, but not as a curative agent. If a 
client of mine has a valuable animal to dock I advise him 
to be at the expense of allowing me to inject the serum a 
few days before docking. I believe in using, as Professor 
Mettam said, an antiseptic pad of medicated wood wool 
wadding to the stump to stop bleeding, tied on below the 
stump with waxed string to prevent slipping; this remains 
on two days, then taken off and the part dusted with anti- 
septic powder.— Yours truly, 

Wwe. Honrer, ™.8.c.v.8. 
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